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CFI— They determinedly kept their actions in the
shadows, circumventing normal State Department
communications by using a back channel between
Nixon and the Shah of Iran, Muhammad Reza Pahlavi.
Nixon, reassured that the U.S. ambassador in Tehran
was oblivious, was delighted: ‘Good, well we’ll have
some fun with this yet. God, you know what would
really be poetic justice here is if some way the Paks
could really give the Indians a bloody nose for a couple
of days.” The next day, the Shah agreed to a U.S.
request to send Iranian military equipment to Pakistan,
with the United States replacing whatever Iran sent.

Jordan also got a request from Yahya, for eight to ten
sophisticated U.S. made F-104 Star fighter fighter-
interceptors. King Hussein seemed keen to move
his squadrons, but, fearing congressional wrath, did
not want to act without express approval. When he
nervously asked the U.S. embassy in Amman for
advice, the diplomats balked. Kissinger noted with
exasperation that these U.S. officials were lecturing
the king of Jordan that it would be immoral to get
involved in a faraway war; these diplomats had not
conceived of the last-ditch possibility of using Iran
and Jordan to provide U.S. weapons to the tottering

Pakistani military. &€ (&fTes fRew o1 et
S syt a1ty | o v Rl < 2w A (756
fEsBmroa wegfary [$g FORIG F9F FHER
€% wta¥ Praieed Rt $41 25— On December
6, in the war’s early days, Kissinger for the first time
proposed the operation in a Situation Room meeting-
not mentioning that the president had already made up
his mind, and that the Iranians were already acting.
But a State Department official immediately warned
Kissinger that transferring Jordanian weapons to
Pakistan is prohibited on the basis of present legal
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