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Declaration of
Independence

‘THIS MAY BE MY LAST MESSAGE, FROM TODAY
BANGLADESH IS INDEPENDENT. I CALL UPON THE
PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH WHEREVER YOU MIGHT BE
AND WITH WHATEVER YOU HAVE, TO RESIST THE ARMY
OF OCCUPATION TO THE LAST. YOUR FIGHT MUST GO ON
UNTILTHE LAST SOLDIER OF THE PAKISTAN OCCUPATION
ARMY IS EXPELLED FROM THE SOIL OF BANGLADESH
AND FINAL VICTORY IS ACHIEVED.’

[Message embodying declaration of Independence sent by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to Chittagong shortly after midnight of 25" March,

i.e. early hours of 26™ March, 1971 for transmission throughout Bangladesh
over the ex-EPR transmitter.

Source: Bangabandhu Speaks, A Government Publication, 1972 (BGP-71/72-

2787F-3M)
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During the nine-month terror, terminated by
two-week armed intervention of India, a
possible three million persons lost their lives,
ten million fled across the border to India, and
200,000, 300,000 or possibly 400,000 women
(three sets of statistics have been variously
quoted) were raped (&=, 5559: b0) |
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Accurate statistics on the number of raped
women who found themselves with child were
difficult to determine but 25,000 is the generally
accepted figure (T, d559: b-8) |
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Khadiga was regularly abused by two men a
day; others, she said, had to service seven to
ten men daily. (Some accounts have
mentioned as many as eighty assaults in a
single night, a bodily abuse that is beyond my
ability to fully comprehend, even as | write
these words) ( S&T=, S559: b9) |
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Burlington woman
ends hunger strike

BURLINGTON (CP) — A 24-vear-old mother of iwo
ended a WUREET strike last night after 3% days, saying she
was satisfied the Onlario Government is trying to assist
the seven families who wish to adopt children from Bang-
ladesh. Helke Merric had begun the Bufiger strike at 9 a.m.
Saturday, protesting against what she said was deliberate
stalling by the .Ontario Government in issuing the neces-
sary documentation for the adoptions. She ended her pro-

tesl when she was informed by several of the other fam-

ilies wishing to adopt the children that they had received
telegrams from Betty Graham, Ontario direclor of child
welfare, stating that everything possible ls being done to
process lhe documents, S
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